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Minimise water wastage this summer    

During summer, water usage escalates as we tend to our 
garden beds and lawns, top up pools, and undergo general 
home maintenance.

LJ Hooker has prepared some simple tips 
for home owners to keep tabs on their water 
usage this summer.

In the garden 
Without proper attention, home gardens can 
become casualties of the searing heat which 
comes with the Australian summer. 

You need not drain your watering tank or the 
local dam to keep your garden beautiful and 
healthy. If you prefer not to use a watering 
can, a correctly-installed reticulation system 
can be helpful. 

Make sure you water directly onto the root 
zone, not onto leaves or the areas between 
plants. If you already have a watering system 
installed, you can often save money by retro-
fitting drippers to do this. Your pot plants – 
which generally require more watering - will 
also appreciate drippers.

In the bathroom
Expectedly, the bathroom is a room in the 
home which is responsible for a large portion 
of a home’s water use.

It’s a good idea to conduct an audit of water 
usage in your bathroom. Can you install 
low-flow shower heads and convert your toilet 

to dual or reduced flush? If toilets leak, you 
could be losing 10 litres of water per hour or 
more. Dripping taps mean you can be losing 
10 litres a day or more down the drain! (Until 
you can replace the washer catch any drips 
with a plastic container and water the plants 
with it).

A long shower or bath can use over 200 
litres of water, whereas a shorter shower can 
account for less than 30. That excess water 
from a shower or bath can also be recycled to 
water the plants as well. 

In the laundry
Naturally, hot water is needed for washing 
loads that require a hygiene or oil dissolving 
wash (like nappies and overalls). Your 
washing machine will also benefit from the 
occasional hot water cycle to keep it clean.

However, in many instances cold water can 
be used rather than hot. In many cases, cold 
water performs just as well as cold water for 
washing and it also uses less power than 
hot water. 

You’ll find more tips for saving money on 
water on liveability.com.au.

Home 
Newsletter

December 2013

How does your Investment  
Home Loan measure up?
To find out more visit LJ Hooker Home Loans or phone 1300 515 200.

Build wealth with an 
investment property 

Buying an investment property at a 
good price and in the right location 
anywhere in Australia can turn your 
asset into one of the best wealth 
creation opportunities available. 

And now, with prices across the nation 
generally showing signs of improvement, 
especially in most capital cities, it’s 
also an opportune time to expand your 
property portfolio.

Most property investors only consider 
residential – whether it’s a home, 
townhouse, duplex or villa. However, 
some investors find commercial property 
is also a worthwhile venture, whether it’s 
a factory, warehouse, shop-front or office.

When it comes to real estate, LJ Hooker 
has experienced specialists in every state 
and territory in Australia able to help you 
buy or sell, maximise property returns on 
your investment or secure a mortgage.

An LJ Hooker property manager can 
market your property, interview tenants, 
negotiate rent, fix minor repairs or arrange 
a tradie to do repairs professionally.

And if your investment property isn’t near 
where you live, having a professional 
LJ Hooker property manager is even 
more important than ever when it comes 
to looking after your asset.
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Prepare your home 
for your holiday     

We’re on the eve of 
Christmas and New Year 
holidays, getting ready to 
pile into the car and head 
off on our annual getaway 
with family and friends.

However, it’s important not to advertise to 
the outside world that no-one is home.

For ultimate peace of mind, consult a 
security specialist before you and your 
family leave on your Christmas travels.

There are, however, some simple 
measures to consider.

Sensor lights help illuminate activity 
around a house at night. Make sure the 
lights are fitted with new globes before 
you head off on your travels.

Mow your lawn just before leaving, lock 
the garage and shed, and keep the 
second car, if you have one, in  
the driveway. 

It’s a good idea to cancel your mail and 
newspaper deliveries while you are 
away. A clogged mail box and a front 
yard littered with daily papers is an 
obvious sign that no-one is home.

Get a friend or reliable neighbour to keep 
a watch on the place as well – it will help 
you enjoy your holiday more.

LJ Hooker rolls out the red carpet  

LJ Hooker offices are conducting a series of red carpet auction 
events from December to February which allow astute sellers 
and time-poor buyers the opportunity to embrace this effective 
method of transacting.

Distinct from an on-site auction, LJ Hooker’s 
red carpet auctions present several 
properties for auction in a single event.

“There are benefits for both sellers and 
buyers at the red carpet auction events,” said 
Paul Moore, LJ Hooker auctioneer. 

“Buyers enjoy the convenience of attending 
multiple property auctions at the one time. 
They are able to bid on more than one 
property or watch other properties go 
under the hammer, providing them a good 
understanding of market worth.

“The red carpet auction events appeal to 
sellers, because it allows their property to be 
exposed to a wider group of buyers – those 
who intend bidding on their property, and 

others looking at separate properties.

“LJ Hooker undertakes targeted marketing 
campaigns in the lead up to the auction 
events which attracts ‘ready to buy’ 
purchasers. This gives our properties 
the best possible chance of getting the 
highest price.”

Sellers that list their property for sale at an 
LJ Hooker red carpet auction event benefit 
from first class service that begins with 
expert advice on how to prepare your home 
for an auction sale to a comprehensive 
marketing campaign that reaches 
more buyers.

For more information on buying or selling 
visit ljhooker.com.au.

Days on market reduce in 
capital cities  

The average time a property spends on 
the market has reduced by almost two 
weeks in Australia’s capital cities over the 
past 12 months, according to RP Data – 
Rismark International’s Home Value Index 
report for October. 

According to the report, it took an average 
of 44 days for homes in Australia’s state 

capitals to sell in October, down from 56 at 
the same time last year.

The heightened interest in the property 
market has also reduced the level of 
discounting by sellers, from an average of 
6.8% a year ago to 5.7% in October.

Meantime, the latest median prices for 
capital cities are:

Capital city Median price
Sydney $610,000

Melbourne $538,000

Brisbane $429,000

Adelaide $375,000

Perth $493,000

Hobart $303,000

Darwin $520,000

Canberra $508,250

Table 1 - RP Data - Rismark International Home Value Index (3 months to November 1)


