
Residential | Commercial | Rural | Home Loans

ljhooker.com.au

Being a savvy renter 

In many places around Australia, especially capital cities 
like Sydney and Melbourne, competition is fierce for rental 
accommodation.

Rising costs and demand for great premises 
means many prospective tenants often feel 
like they just have to take what’s offered in 
case it’s their only option. 

Tenants who have a proven track record 
of paying their rent on time, being tidy and 
generally looking after the property keep 
their landlord happy.

Despite the tight market, some savvy tenants 
avoid or minimise rent rises by keeping their 
landlords so happy they don’t want to risk 
losing them or having empty premises for 
any length of time.

You can become one of these must have 
tenants too and, given time, may even be in 
a good position to not have rent increased 
if the landlord can see more value in having 
you stay put.

If your rental agreement allows for a person or 
two to share the accommodation then do it. 

You need to ensure an extra tenant is added 
to the tenancy agreement.

Make sure you speak with your LJ Hooker 
property manager before, during and after 
the process to ensure they are on board with 
your flatmate choice as well.   

A house or unit with no parking or garage 
means the rent’s often cheaper. 

If there is a garage and you’re not using it, 
then there’s another potential source of extra 
income – provided the landlord doesn’t mind!

Your local LJ Hooker property manager 
should always be asked first to ensure you’re 
not in breach of a tenancy agreement.

Another way to find rental accommodation is 
go searching in less obvious places as there’s 
less competition from other would-be renters. 

You can also ask your local LJ Hooker office 
to register your interest for properties before 
they’re even listed.

That way, you might get a call before it’s 
even advertised saving the owner time and 
money while you secure a new place to call 
home without the hassles.
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What makes a 
suitable tenant

 
A recent, national online 
forum asked tenants 
what they thought made 
someone a suitable or 
unsuitable applicant for 
rental accommodation. 

Here are some of the key findings:

• Have a steady job and make sure the 
rent’s affordable for you.

• Be tidy, trustworthy and honest.

• Offer more than what the asking rental 
price is per week.

• Pay rent on time, every time and even 
better, pay a few months up front.

• Keep the place clean, undamaged and 
don’t whine about small things.

• Have a letter from a previous landlord 
saying you are a great tenant.

• Show a previous sound rental record to 
prove you are reliable.

• Follow any rules in place and be 
considerate of neighbours by not 
being noisy.

• When you apply for rental premises 
smile, be polite and well dressed.
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Sharing a nice dinner, easy conversation and someone who 
always pays bills on time and makes you feel comfortable. 
Sounds like the perfect partner doesn’t it? Well it’s also the 
perfect potential flat mate as well!

If your property manager and landlord 
allow you to have a flatmate then you need 
to weed out the loud, party throwers and 
instead choose someone who’s friendly, able 
to pay their share of rent and other bills and 
is also easy company.

Finding a potential and suitable flatmate is a 
bit like an interview. You need to ask the right 
questions and see if their answers are the 
ones that best suit your lifestyle - especially 
if you’re looking for a flatmate who you don’t 
already know.

Some questions worth asking are:

1 Do you have a regular income? Hopefully 
the answer is yes so they pay their share of 
rent and utilities on time.

2 If you add another flatmate please make 
sure they are also added to the lease.

3 What are your pastimes? If they love loud 
music and play in a band while you prefer 
home to be a quiet retreat then maybe 
another flatmate might be better.

4 Are you a shift worker? Some people 
prefer routine while others are happy to 
share with a shift worker knowing sometimes 
they may need to tiptoe around at home 

if the flatmate’s sleeping after a late shift. 
It can also mean more time alone if your 
schedules don’t align.

5 Have you got a partner? If there’s another 
half likely to stay over on a regular basis 
then maybe it’s best to know up front or even 
meet the potential flatmate’s partner before 
making your decision.

6 Ask for work, ID and personal references. 
It may takes years to know a person properly 
but a few references can help you gauge a 
person’s traits from an independent source 
and allow you to ask further questions 
as well.

Most people usually make an accurate 
assessment on face value alone but it 
never hurts to be cautious when it comes to 
sharing your rental home. It provides peace 
of mind to both you and also to your property 
manager at LJ Hooker. 

Remember when it comes to any renting 
or a tenancy matter, LJ Hooker has the 
best professionals in the industry all 
around Australia.

Tasmania leads 
the way  

Tasmania is now the 
first Australian state or 
territory to have legislated 
minimum standards for 
residential tenancies after a 
recent Residential Tenancy 
Amendment Bill was 
passed by the Upper House.

The move spells great news for tenants 
and means leased properties now have 
to meet certain, minimum standards to 
ensure tenants are safe and comfortable.

These now mean properties 
should be:

• Weatherproof and structurally sound. 

• Clean and in good repair. 

• Feature a bathroom and toilet. 

• Feature a kitchen sink, hotplates and 
an oven (it can be a microwave). 

• Supplied with electricity.

• A fixed form of heating. 

• Curtains (except properties owned by 
Housing Tasmania). 

• Adequately ventilated. 
(*Source: REIA)

Finding a 
suitable 
flatmate 


