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Tips to make moving house less stressful

The New Year is a popular time for moving house.

Many families wait for the end of the school 
year before packing up and starting over in a 
new home or town.

Moving home can be an overwhelming 
process. Before making your move, it’s a 
good idea to outline all the tasks to complete, 
divide the jobs into separate groups, and 
then set about ticking each off the list.

Use these handy hints and make the 
move easier.

• Selecting a removalist
Speak to friends and family members who 
have relocated recently and ask them to 
recommend a removalist they have been 
pleased with.

Check the price of the removalist and 
compare it to another company before 
making your final decision.

• Leading up to the move
Source good, sturdy boxes to protect your 
items during the move. It’s a good idea to 
source bubble wrap or other material to 
support your valuables.

Organise for utilities to be changed over so 
electricity and other necessary services are 
available when you arrive in your new home.

Remember to redirect all your mail to the 
new address.

It’s also a good idea to organise a garage 
sale to get rid of the clutter which you have 
accumulated at your address and for some 
extra cash.  

• On the day
As your new home will be wall-to-wall with 
boxes and furniture, it’s a good idea to pack 
an easy-to-access box, filled with necessities 
for when you arrive: coffee, toilet paper, 
medical items, water, snacks and items for 
the children.

It’s also important to arrive at your new 
home before the removalists get there. 
Removalists are busy and they will simply 
place your boxes at the front door if you are 
not there to direct them. 

• The first week
Arrange for a locksmith to change the locks 
on your new home and provide a new set of 
keys to the agent if renting. 

It’s also a good idea to have the carpets 
of your new home cleaned, as it’s not 
mandatory for the seller to undertake this 
before they leave.

Put your feet up and enjoy your new abode.

Q: How do I know I’m 
paying the right price 
for my property?     

A: Determining how much to pay for 
a home is a difficult process. What a 
property may be worth to you and your 
living situation will be very different to the 
next potential buyer.

LJ Hooker agents have access to a 
plethora of market information which 
outlines the comparable values of homes 
in your suburb or town. Of course, those 
figures will need to change to suit the 
current market values at the time.  

Once you have decided what price you 
are prepared to pay it is time to test out 
the market by preparing your offer to 
buy with your agent. If the seller of the 
property is motivated to sell by your offer 
you could be moving in sooner than 
you think.
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Summer is in full swing, which means sunshine and longer  
days - perfect conditions for open inspections when selling  
a house or apartment.

If you’re wondering how to make your 
property stand out and appeal to buyers, 
have you considered creating a vegetable 
garden for your home?

• Raised garden
If your home doesn’t have a lot of space in 
the backyard, you might want to think about 
creating a raised bed garden. This allows 
you to make the most of the space you have 
while also keeping your plants off the ground, 
away from pests like cats.

You can choose a base out of cement, rocks 
or lawn lined with weed mat - whichever is 
your preference.

Depending on the size and depth you 
select, you can grow many different types of 
vegetables and plants - even root veggies!

As raised gardens are off the ground, you’ll 
need to ensure they stay adequately watered 
- otherwise they can easily dry up in the 
summer heat.

Place raised garden beds in areas that see 
both sun and shade during the day so plants 
can get a healthy dose of sunlight.

Owners of apartments – especially in inner-
city developments where space is a premium 
– have long embraced vertical gardens which 
not only are practical, but also very attractive.

• Veggie patch
Digging up a veggie patch is a great idea if 
you have room for it. It might be a bit of a 

hard and dirty job, but the reward of enjoying 
fresh produce from your own backyard is well 
worth it.

Check the quality of the soil in the ground 
and mix in some fresh compost if needed. 
This will give your veggies a boost of 
essential nutrients and also retain water in 
the ground.

To ensure your plants don’t become 
waterlogged, fluff up the soil before planting 
so the water can drain freely through it.

Since your veggie patch will be on the 
ground, it’s likely you’ll have worms living in 
your soil. This means you can use a compost 
bin to provide food and nutrients for your 
worms too.

• Which vegetables to choose
Radishes, potatoes and carrots are always 
great options to select in seasons without 
frosty temperatures, but make sure you sow 
them before it gets too warm, or else they 
could bolt.

Some summer favourites include 
strawberries, green beans, capsicum, tomato 
and other vine crops, eggplant, sweetcorn 
and chilli. These will need to be sown in early 
summer or late spring for the best results.

For shadier patches, consider planting 
lettuces and other types of greens - 
remember to keep them well watered so they 
don’t go to seed.

Vegetable 
garden ideas 
for your home   

Make 2014 your road 
to wealth 

For most of us, our home is our 
biggest asset, yet many of us are in 
the dark about its worth. 

It’s important to know the worth of your 
property as part of any financial planning.

Traditionally, property owners don’t think 
about undertaking a property appraisal 
until they are preparing to sell. This 
seems unusual when considering our 
preoccupations with checking our shares 
portfolio and Super balances. 

When someone contacts LJ Hooker for 
information on how the current market 
views their property, we don’t dismiss it 
as curiosity; we see you as a forward-
thinker who is playing an active role in 
your own financial planning. This applies 
to home owners and investors.

Contact us for a free no obligation 
market appraisal and our team of 
sales, property management and 
finance specialists will welcome your 
research by calling 1800 621 212 for 
your nearest office.


